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The War Culture Peace Culture Divide

Former President, Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation
Steven Lloyd Leeper

We live in an economic, political and social system that makes a few people very rich,
makes the vast majority of people miserable, and destroys the natural world. The proper term
for the current system is “war culture.” This system worships competition. It believes that free
and fair competition is the answer to injustice. It believes that conflict is to be won or lost. It
believes that we all rise or fall as we should according to personal strength and hard work. It
believes that violence is often necessary for good people and nations to defeat their evil
opponents. This set of beliefs is leading humanity toward extinction. If the war culture
continues to dominate, the only question is, will we kill ourselves quickly with nuclear
weapons? Or will be kill ourselves slowly by making our planet uninhabitable?

To survive, humanity must graduate to a culture of peace. Peace culture prioritizes
cooperation over competition because the goal is universal health and wellbeing. When conflict
arises, the goal is a solution that satisfies and benefits all parties, including the weak, the
elderly, the unborn, and the Earth itself. Peace culture does not worship kings or CEOs.
Decisions are made collectively through dialogue, discussion, negotiation, and good-faith efforts
to understand all relevant factors. In conflict situations, the effort to satisfy all parties
inherently rules out violence. Violence is failure. Violence is a lack of self-control. Violence is
selfishness, carelessness, thoughtlessness. In fact, if anyone takes something against the will of
another, that is the start of violence.
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The rejection of violence is the key to a culture of peace. It is also the most difficult change
humanity will be forced to make. We all have violence in our DNA. If someone hits us, we are
hardwired to hit back. If we see evil, we desire intensely to destroy it, by any means necessary.
But violence is the door through which evil enters and dominates the world. Violence is the only
way the few can dominate the many. Violence is the tool the war culture uses to pound down
any peace culture. Violence has never, ever made the world a better place. It may have made
circumstances better for one group of people for one period of time, but overall, violence is a
failure. After many millennia of struggling to defeat evil through violence, our world is ruled by
heartless, lawless gangsters with their fingers on buttons that could destroy all complex life on
Earth. And the fact that we are ruled by these competitive gangsters is what keeps us from
solving our many urgent, existential problems.

The Lord Jesus Christ came to Earth to teach us how to conquer evil and death. He told us
how to do so in words. He showed us how to do so by example. It is true that Jesus died to save
us; it is not true that all we have to do is believe in him. He gave us a commandment. He told us
to love one another as he loved us. We are to love even our enemies. We are to pray for those
who persecute us. By his birth, he showed us that we are not to compete. We need not give any
thought to our status in comparison to others. Our thought should be directed at our
relationship to God, the extent to which we are able to bring the Kingdom of God to Earth and
into our lives. By his death he showed us that peace and love are more important than justice.
He was innocent, tortured and murdered, and yet, neither he nor his omnipotent Father in
Heaven punished the evildoers. They did not pursue justice. They used Jesus’ death to show
that 1) there is life after physical death and 2) it is our relationship to God that counts, not
what happens on Earth. Jesus came to teach us peace culture. We have ignored and
misinterpreted him for far, far too long. It is time to graduate, and we all have to do it on our
own, for ourselves, one by one.

“SEFNDEV 20237 % A TH

[EFNDE 2023 4% T
ETEER LIN L

« i LT

13:30 WX NOBIMNE D x LRITC WD | BRTEHRFH]
WZIL 100 £ & #E 2, Ry izl TlALEL,
4 B EHFEHEND. BRTAT4—T ) — SZINEDS, TWWBEEEoT ]| IE23EbNTz],
SN—RBHWT, TR, . [Zbb s ERICOWTRLZRF S0 2 E D
FLES) IOV TOHERS Y BEPFEONEL, %A EEE— S — Kb
B L TIRE e DR RN, 1 [Eo @RISRV EOR LT ZZ T ELZ,
DA OB ESCEEARD. AR 45 5 AO/NBHT @I TIL, ZOMOGEHES
[T AGUEDVNEEC (b OEFITHLOOTI AR, 100 &2 B2 DA% 15
ZTWELT, L2ARKE . 2 MUTLES o7 ZEITEH L CTTHRE WL ET,
Fp—T Y S— A 9 A
e \ T AR EE WO FhE B
é_b "d‘UJﬂ?.éﬂéﬁlJ CEBFAWLTEEZAL 9 H 3
HLNZEWDN TV RN Z Db LT,

Bl 28O, BREUE, F7UAFRIZEITLL
7R0FELTe, ST TN R AN O i) [ AT
PR GIEZIT TR ED, Bk pe & AL BET

AT AP EN T T EFI~DIE |
FITERE I RE
AT A —T 2 V= —=E AR BREL, 4
RYMCA FEMENEFIOE N
2023 %, FEVEL ST Z
HILENTEELIZZ SR

I BN LELZ, KEXTF T 5000 H41E FNTZLET,

L., 9Tl wa A TV R (BT O AT A4 —T S EFLDH)
13 K5F) | K, BabH O, B ANZT7 BT DTOHEWT, YMCA #
W&, LART %@I’ﬂ;& IFTUERAALEL, FFFLLTT AV YMCA

ﬁfﬁf_of_ L. AN D% EE LS ThmoTz FOH AR YMCA |[ZYRIEBES I,

DT, FIND 4 KERETIITF T EAROWH 2155
NFEEATL,

8 H Y2 WE CHLEMAIAILAIR YMCA- 43R
TARA RITT DA R—% AT 30 LFREEL
237 ETHLODECLELZ2Y, 9 A 3 HBAfEY A,

T PSS A I % AL S

THBRENEZBREIEDIF 44— V==K 50
JEEFL A DB CLT, 2004 FIZAT 4 — T ST
['YMCA B°—AFX T | O EELT, NLVATF T,

AR RVTT ART IV T AV TID 5 NDFHE



YMCA NEWS &iR&F

CHET3HAM. REF LMWL D KEIE Z7F 2T
EFEERELNELE,
AT A — TV EME 2007 4E~2013 4 B TEF1 3L
b2 —DHEEZEDOHIL, 2014 FITITFF
BRUEELTHERISU R 2RSS ELZ, &
RO T IR B R B TR S gs D FEH B A 3
Z EREEN A TRLIET,

AT A =TV EDFELNT AT A TR HIT T
S bz BTk b TIE# XV & LSEFn
DRYITHD | DEEENETHHIRIZES>TNET,
[FEIZ, FUANTDIZLELOEfTHY £ | LHaE
IZEELNCWET, F2IFBi, 797« K
WO NDRE~DIE R ETZ R LoD, RO A

No.32 (202342 H %)

REE RO FEBCE D ET 1L, HAR YMCA
FEARJFANZH T CvET, YMCA Offifnixs Ak
DEELFNA KD | R OSFEFEEE ] 12 m) TR
AIEEN A B L QU&7 D TT,

AHERG-OM A2 7 RO E AN SE
DAAFITHIERIFAR TR 2358 HAL T ND B E R
T9, AR YMCA (ZZhunbb ARkt <, iz
HEED TR i O B AL S D T AZD L,
AT AP ENTZ T ~D5E | & TR
F7, PEfEEE KIEO WObLOREE OB
EFL B ITADTIE, HEIERORK Fize
X1 EBINER2ETAEL, Ei~0 B (W) %
T A2 TEEL,

LKA2THA—=23>

(2023 EETOSTSIVTEBERISYTF)]

A7 F(Seratch) &, Scratch 3 ~HF =
— Y TR RFEAT AT IR FA47ar T o8
—H—F7 7 NV—7(MIT Media Lab Lifelong
Kindergarten Group) XIL[FIBAZET 5 8~16 D
=P B RELTEEIHE T 0 I S5k
BLOZORFBERER N LAI2=T A ThD,

bR B NFRE N e T3 S,
O 3E ARE:7 A 15 A(14)13:00~14:50, xt5::
INFARZ 1~3 A N HRIRBERE DR R (VY7 D
BT, ~USRE CIIEZ @3- F 2 F A AR
£, OF AR ARE:7 A 15 H(1)10:50~16:00,
KIGE/INERE 4 A WA HRIRIERED R (Z >

DT, ~ARBETHIEZE T, FH-EH G |

7 — 2ERK (A B fGEERE 7 — A 23— ADERK, &
Y —H OB, a2 BEITJET5),
[2023 &£ FO—igfitsEEE])

T —NCIicb A LR Lo Te DR — i
HE, fEREEODOTONETITI 1 T V—T" 54
INT14TOfEL, 4 7 V=125,

JeBEpe N ER N E AR, KR BRI hudAb ke
FREREFT TR T E i,

BREFDHIZODFEREEF S, Ra—r DL A,
JADHZ &, Fe— g, av e —7— (A ARE—R
LESNE—R) | [Re— % LI L TR LD 7RE,
OFE 1A HEF:8 A 12 H($)13:00~14:30, *F5:
N 1~2 A, OF 2 B HFF:8 A 12 H
(1)14:45~16:15, G2 /N 2~3 4, OF
3@ HKF:10 A 7 H(1)13:00~14:30, *}5 /]
PR 2~b5 4, OF 4 B AK:10 A4 7 A
(1)14:45~16:15, %G /NFAL 3 4FAE,

(2023 FET = R#H=E]

RIGE I NFRE A A B ALRE PR T = A2
—h WE: T =AOIERE (G OBV R—1dD
o, a—hoffinig ., 753 0mnit ),

OFE1E 8H 12 H(1)14:45~16:00 OE2[E 8
H 19 H(1)14:45~16:00 O%E 3 @ 9 A 2 H

(1+)13:00~14:15 OE 4[| 9 H 2 H(1)14:30~
15:30

[£IRYMCA D8 - & - Fit]
KB AZOHIIZER T2 NLHETHO ASERKN
HVET, MEFEIHAZFTALIZASHIAE (230
~@ZF WAL FHSCEA—/LV) 24K YMCA F55
FTEIFEFERELICEML, REEZMALTLES
iE, 2B sz enteEd, OK4 ., @E4EA
H., @FFr, OFBFE B (TR . ©@TEh
IXEA— /LT RL A ©OFkEET LR A4,
S8 RS BITESE 12,000 M., @SB IT4E
2 6,000 M, FASEBITHESE 2,000 [, 4E
2 B (18 At I 3= % 1,000 T,
SEMAEE: FieoWT o HIET,
SEERER MAFE A 4R YMCA

83 75 : 00790-8-56852
~ERATOFRE D IR AT
LEIERIT FARE)E 104 E@ETESs

M JEFE 51 428491

M4 36 — I EIE N SR VE BE 5

HER flghHs

<B4 TR
Fit: DB LFRRRO T IETEERELTEIN,

RERE T NHEZELCHEEIOLEZT LIS
tELELTC, WTbltmONEICT 2T ETY,

T 0T T YO T T Y 3 T T Y v e Y Yo v T Y Yoo e Y Yo e v
A\ B4
“# YMCANEWS &R&E4E No.34
WELZE FaHZ LN L
YO REREER) sophiruka@yahoo.co.jp
FEITH F1TH 4R YMCA-202349 H 30 H
FEATAT: 4R YMCA F%5PT
T 920-0998 4R i HL AT 44-1-201
HERE f18F 2 asahide0927@gmail.com

TEL:076-273-3108
PAQAQL Ot SI QA SAGASAGAGHGL Ot Ot OA SAGAGAAGAGLELELEASAGAGASAL



