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Videos and comments on Killer whales immediately after the stranding on the coast of
Aidomari, Rausu, Hokkaido.
Michihiro Tazawa (Rausu Town Office)
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A report of the experience as a stranding coordinator in Aidomari.
Yoshikazu Uni (Uni’s office of Nature-human Interaction Studies)
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3 1925

( )

Long ago, a pod of orcs stranded on Sosetsu beach in north east Hokkaido.
Kazuko Kanoh (Katsuraoka little chronicle on nature)
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Findings In necropsies.
Tadasu K. Yamada (National Science Museum, Department of Zoology)
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Status of Western Gray Whalesin 2004.
R. L. Browndl, J. (NOAA), A. M. Burdin(Russian Academy of Sciences), and D. W. Weller(NOAA).

Research on the western gray whale, Eschrichtius robustus population summering off northeastern Sakhalin
ISand, Russia, has been ongoing since 1995. This collaborative Russa-U.S. research program has produced
important new information on the present day conservation status of this critically endangered population.
This paper reviews recent findings from 2004 research activities and combines such with data from previous
years, in some cases ranging back to 1994. Photo-identification research conducted off Sakhalin Idand in
2004 resulted in the identification of 93 whaes, including 7 calves and two previoudy unidentified
non-calves. When combined with data from 1994-2003, a catalog of 140 photo-identified individuals has
been compiled. Not al of these 140 whaes can be assumed to be alive, however, and the population size as
edtimated from mark-recapture andysis is approximately 100 individuals. Non-calf and calf surviva rates
are near 0.95 and 0.70, respectively. Of the 140 whales photo-identified, 117 (83.6%) have been biopsy
sampled. From genetic analysis of samples (n=108) collected through 2003, an overall sex ratio of 60%
male and 40% female was determined. Clear genetic differentiation from the eastern gray whale population
and negligible gene flow of either sex between populations, based on mitochondrial DNA haplotype
frequencies and nuclear DNA, has been documented. A minimum of 23 reproductive females has been
observed since 1995 and the most common calving interva recorded is three years (mean = 2.8 yr.). Five
whales were recorded as "skinny” in 2004. In addition to the clear biological difficulties that western gray
whales are facing, the large-scale offshore oil and gas development programs near their summer feeding
ground pose significant threats to the future surviva of the population.

Eschrichtius robustus

1995
2004 2004
1994 2004
93 7 2
1994 2003 140
140

100

0.95 0.70 140 117 83.6
2003 108 60
40 DNA DNA
1995 23 3
2.8 2004 5 (skinny)
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